
       

Statement of Mission:   
“We are the hands of Christ working together

 to address the unmet physical and spiritual needs of our 
neighbors

 in the greater Canandaigua community
 by providing direct services, advocacy and education”

WHO WE ARE
When over 1200 members of Canandaigua area churches completed a survey in spring, 
2005, no one (except God) could have imagined what would happen as a result.

The 2005 survey asked where persons felt there were unaddressed or under-addressed 
needs in the Canandaigua area. Identical priorities were identified in each of the faith 
communities:

Top priority – “Health and Medical”
Second priority – “Feeding the Hungry”
Third priority – “Parenting and Family Support”

In June 2005, members of congregations throughout almost a dozen local churches came 
together, and formed Canandaigua Churches in Action (CCIA). Since then, to directly 
address the three identified needs, work teams have examined resources and worked 
toward viable solutions. In May, 2006 CCIA opened offices at 120 North Main Street, in 
the ground level of the former F.F. Thompson Hospital, and has been flourishing ever 
since.
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Statement of Faith:  
“Everything we do is guided 

and empowered 
by the God 

who is three in one:  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit”

Statement of Values:  
“We will treat everyone

 with the 
love, 

respect and 
compassion of Christ.”



The Health and Medical work team has created Health 
Connections, a referral service for medical care. Working 
with F.F. Thompson and Rushville Health Center, the group 
is now able to refer clients for same-day appointments with a 
medical professional.  

Facilitated enrollers assist the uninsured in completing forms 
for Medicaid, Healthy New York and Family Health Plus 
insurance plans. Among the hopes for this approach is that 
with this immediate care now available to persons without a 
primary care physician, emergency room visits can be 
lessened by treating the medical condition before it becomes 
critical. 

The work of the Feeding the Hungry team has brought about 
the creation of the CCIA Food Pantry.   The discussions 
among those involved in the individual pantries of the Zion 
Fellowship, Good Shepherd Lutheran, New Covenant 
Baptist, Canandaigua Baptist and St. Mary’s social ministry 
led to the decision to bring the five individual outreaches into 
one collaborative food pantry under one roof.

WHERE WE ARE NOW

Each week over 35 volunteer hours 
are spent in purchasing food, 
stocking shelves, recording and 
serving clients in the CCIA Food 
Pantry.

In October, 2006, the CCIA Food 
Pantry served 250 local families. 
Food is distributed according to 
family size.  Each family receives 3 
meals for 3 days, for a total of 9 
meals.  So, in October, 2006, the 
Food Pantry provided 2250 meals.

Weekly, including the volunteers at 
St. Vincent’s and the various 
current aspects of CCIA, over 100 
hours of people power goes into 
the work done at 120 North Main 
Street.

HOW THIS IS WORKING
“The work has just begun,” said Deacon Claude Lester, 
Interim Executive Director, “but since day one there has 
been a wonderful spirit of solidarity—of working 
together to provide needed services to the least of our 
brothers and sisters.
 Our motivation is rooted in our common belief in Jesus 
as our Lord and Savior. We all acknowledge how blessed 
we have been and know we have a responsibility to share 
with others. 
The joy of serving is heightened in our working across 
church denominational lines.”

Are you a racing fan? On August 12, 2006, 
fans at Canandaigua Speedway donated over 
1000 pounds of non-perishables to the CCIA 
FOOD PANTRY. The promotional was 
arranged by Scott Kesel of Canandaigua 
Chrysler Dodge Jeep and DIRT Motorsports. 
Racing fans that brought food received 
reduced admission for the night’s races.

The “Fall into Canandaigua Festival” on 
October 7 featured a “STUFF THE TRUCK” 
project. Sponsored and promoted by the 
Canandaigua Business Improvement District 
and with a truck provided by Furniture 
Village, festival-goers dropped off cans of 
non-perishables for the CCIA Food Pantry. 
Almost 500 pounds of food was collected that 
day.

Visiting Santa at the Commons on South Main Street this upcoming Holiday season? You will have the chance to have 
a cup of hot cocoa, tea or coffee while you’re waiting in line, thanks to the hospitality of the Salvation Army, Gleaner’s 
Community Kitchen and CCIA FOOD PANTRY. Everyone who brings non-perishable food will receive a cup of hot 
beverage free. Food collected in this project will be divided among the three local food agencies.

WHERE WE’RE HEADED
By the end of 2006, our goals are to
 Form a Board of Directors
 Complete our constitution and by-laws
 Establish a budget for 2007-2008
 Work on 501c3 status
 Share the good news of CCIA
 Involve more individuals and more church communities
 Conduct first fund-raising campaign

Would you like a presentation on 
CANANDAIGUA CHURCHES 
IN ACTION at your next church or 
civic organization meeting? We 
would be happy to share the CCIA 
story. Contact Deacon Claude 
(396-2242) to make arrangements.

Throughout fall, the Interim Leadership Team of CCIA has been striving to complete work on a 
constitution and by-laws to govern the group, as well as get all the pieces in place for the seating of 
the first Board of Directors in January, 2007.  Members of the Interim Leadership Team include:
Rich Krapf, director, Gleaner’s Community Kitchen, St. John’s Episcopal Church.
Steve Charles, pastor, New Covenant Baptist Church and member of the Canandaigua Clergy 
Association.
Liz Ridgway and Captain Robert Ginter, Salvation Army
Duncan Rioch, Canandaigua Baptist Church.
Bette Rae Simmons, St. Mary’s
Jeff Lippincott, Zion Fellowship 
Gail Love, St Mary’s 
Sandy Voigt, First United Methodist Church 
Deacon Claude Lester, Interim Executive Director of CCIA.

Get involved!
We invite you to support 
CANANDAIGUA CHURCHES 
IN ACTION as volunteer, Board 
Member, financial contributor or 
prayer supporter. 

Want to volunteer, or serve on 
our Board?  

Contact Deacon Claude 
Lester at 396-2242

Want to make a financial 
contribution?  

Use the envelope in this 
mailing if you want to 
make a one-time 
donation, or contact
Deacon Claude 
(396-2242)  if you
would like to discuss
another payment 
option or plan of giving. 

Donations are tax deductible.



Canandaigua Churches in Action  (CCIA)  
enjoys a close working relationship 

with St. Vincent de Paul Society 
which is also located on the ground level at 120 North Main Street.  

The voucher and clothing outreaches of St. Vincent’s 
complements the efforts of CCIA.

CANANDAIGUA CHURCHES  IN ACTION &
ST. VINCENT de PAUL 

HOURS  OF  OPERATION      as of 11/1/06

MONDAYS
     9:30 AM – 11:00 AM…St. Vincent Voucher service in room 29
  

TUESDAYS
      1:00PM – 2:30 PM……St. Vincent Clothing service in room 31

WEDNESDAYS
     9:30 AM – 11:00 AM…St. Vincent Voucher service in room 29
     9:30 AM – 11:00 AM…Food stamp eligibility in room 40
             9:30 AM – 11:00 AM…Getting medical insurance in room 40
     9:30 AM – 11:00 AM…Health Connections in room 37
              10:00 AM – 12 noon…..Food Pantry open in room 38
 

THURSDAYS   
     1:00PM – 2:30 PM……St. Vincent Clothing service in room 31
     

FRIDAYS
9:30 AM – 11:00 AM…St. Vincent Voucher service in room 29

     9:30 AM – 11:00 AM…Food stamp eligibility in room 40
     9:30 AM – 11:00 AM…Health Connections in room 37

SATURDAYS   
 10:00 AM – 12 noon…...Food Pantry open in room 38
   10:00 AM – 12 noon…...St. Vincent Clothing service in room 31
      10:00 AM – 12 noon……Health Connections in room 37

Canandaigua Churches in Action     (585) 396-2242.
St. Vincent de Paul   (585) 394-3980


